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1 . CANADIAN NEWS MEDIA AUGUST 11-12 CARRIED COMMENTARY 
CRITICAL OF GOC BECAUSE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSION, 
LONDON ALLEGEDLY WAS PROVIDING CERTIFICATES OF 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF CANADIAN CITIZENS WISHING TO 
VISIT SAUDI ARABIA. GIST OE CRITICISM WAS THAT 

BY CERTIFYING SOME CITIZENS AS NON-JEWISH, GOVERNMENT 
IS ABETTING DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THOSE WHO ARE 
JEWISH. 

2. EMBASSY HAD NUMEROUS QUERIES REGARDING U.S. 

PRACTICE. CALLERS WERE TOLD THAT USG WILL NOT CERTIFY 
A CITIZEN'S RACE OR RELIGION EITHER POSITIVELY 

OR NEGATIVELY. IF A PRIVATE CITIZEN REQUESTED THAT 
HIS OR HER OWN STATEMENT OF RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION BE 
NOTARIZED, HOWEVER, NOTARIAL SERVICE WOULD HAVE TO BE 
PROVIDED. AFTER CONFERRING WITH NEA/ARP, EMBASSY ALSO 
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WASHINGTON DOES NOT DEMAND ANY DOCUMENTATION TO 
SUPPORT VISA APPLICANT'S OWN STATEMENT ON 
APPLICATION FORM. 

3. CBC NATIONAL TV NEWS AUGUST 1 1 CARRIED COMMENTARY, 
"THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY SAID FLATLY THAT IT 
WOULD NOT DO THE SAME THING (I.E. ISSUE CERTIFICATE) 

FOR A U.S. CITIZEN. THE U.S. REFUSES TO DESIGNATE 

THE RACE OR RELIGION OF ANY TRAVELLING AMERICAN, 

AND THAT IS THAT SO FAR AS THEIR GOVERNMENT IS 
CONCERNED." 

4. CHIEF OF EXTAFF COUNSELAR POLICY DIVISION, BUICK, 
INFORMED EMBOFF AUGUST 13 THAT ISSUE INVOLVED WAS IN 
FACT NOTARIAL SERVICE PERFORMED AT REQUEST OF 
PRIVATE CITIZENS, RATHER THAN GOC ISSUANCE OF 
CERTIFICATE OF AILLIATION. SAUDI EMBASSY LONDON DOES 
REQUIRE SUCH A DOCUMENT. HE SAID THAT BECAUSE OF 
CRITICISM, CANADIAN MISSIONS HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO 
CEASE PROVIDING NOTARIAL SERVICE OF THIS PARTICULAR 
KIND IMMEDIATELY. BUICK EXPLAINED THAT CANADIAN 
REGULATIONS REGARDING CONSULAR NOTARIALS ARE VERY 
VAGUE, BUT GENERALLY ARE PERMISSIVE RATHER THAN 
OBLIGATORY. HE EXPECTS THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY 

TO RE-WRITE THE REGULATIONS IN VIEW OF PRESENT 
CONTROVERSY. 

5. COMMENT: IN SPEAKING TO CBC, EMBASSY SPOKESMAN 
DID NOT VOLUNTEER INFORMATION ABOUT NOTARIAL 
SERVICES AND REPORTER DID NOT ASK ABOUT THEM. USG 
"LOOKS GOOD" IN MEDIA TREATMENT PARTLY BECAUSE OF 
MEDIA'S MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT CANADIAN CONSULAR 
OFFICIALS WERE ACTUALLY DOING AND FAILURE TO RECOGNIZE 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN CERTIFICATION AND NOTARIAL. WHILE 
WE HOPE MATTER HAS BEEN LAID TO REST, DEPARTMENT 
SHOULD NOTE POTENTIAL FOR EMBARRASSEMENT IF MEDIA 
PURSUE QUESTION OF WHETHER USG PERFORMS (OR WOULD 
PERFORM) NOTARIAL SERVICES SUCH AS THOSE THAT 
CANADIAN MISSIONS ARE BEING ORDERED TO CEASE. 
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